
the next board meeting, that it urge "all persons legally
authorized to perform the marriage ceremony to require
a certificate of health from a reputable physician before
proceeding to perform the ceremony." One difficulty
of such a regulation will be the determination as to when
syphilis or gonorrhea is cured, medical opinion having,
as is well known, a wide range as to this special point.
If, for example, the Noeggerath theory of latent gonor-
rhea happens to be held by the physician, it will be diffi-
cult for him to honestly grant the desired certificate,
and the question of when one is through with syphilis
is one of the greatest uncertainties in medicine. Un-
doubtedly the law will be rather liberally interpreted,
but the position of the reputable physician who certifies
to a cure, in view of possible after-results, is not alto¬
gether an enviable one. The object of the law is ex¬

cellent, but we see some of the difficulties of its execu¬

tion even if the resolution proposed carries and the
clergymen who do most of the marrying, and the rep¬
utable physicians both attempt to honestly carry out its
provisions. As an experiment in a special line of so¬

ciology, it is well worth observing.
TRANSMISSIBILITY OF TUBERCULOSIS THROUGH

MILK.
Considerable positive evidence exists of the danger

from use of milk derived from tuberculous cows, whether
the udders are involved in the disease or not. Tubercle
bacilli have been found not alone in such milk, but also
in butter and cheese prepared therefrom. Additional
evidence of a confirmatory character is supplied by the
report recently issued by the director of the Jenner In-
stitute of Preventive Medicine1 to the effect that of
one hundred samples of milk submitted from the Hack-
ney District, seventeen contained tubercle bacilli of
virulent character, as determined by animal inoculation.
The tests with regard to twenty-three other of these
specimens were not satisfactory. As it is not always
easy to determine or to recognize the existence of tu-
berculosis in cows, it is a wise precaution to boil all
milk intended for consumption. When the disease is
known to exist in animals, their milk should not be
employed at all, and its sale should be prohibited, and,
so far as possible, every effort should be made to recog¬
nize and to eradicate the disease. The danger is less
insidious, though it likewise exists, with regard to the
use of meat from tuberculous animals, but here the ex¬
istence of the disease is likely to be obvious from the
presence of tubercles, except in miliary tuberculosis,
when the blood-vessels and the lymphatics may contain
the bacilli. The safeguards in this connection consist,
also, in thorough disinfection, by cooking, of beef in¬
tended for- consumption, and suppression of the sale of
all meat from tuberculous animals.

EVANGELIST D. L. MOODY ON PHYSICIANS.
Mr. Moody has the name of getting off a lot of

good sense in his sermons. He believes in a practical
religion; in a religion of truth and self-sacrifice; in a

religion of noble aspirations and noble deeds; in a re-

ligion that elevates the individual, the community and
the nation in every way that is good. During the past

Lancet, Sept. 25,1899, p. 840.

week one of his alleged co-workers acknowledged having
endorsed the notorious Dowie, and not only this, but
did not deny that he had allowed one of his children to
die of diphtheria without calling in a physician. In
one of his sermons, Mr. Moody took occasion to let this
alleged co-worker know that the saving of souls and the
healing of the body were two entirely different proposi-
tions, and among other things he said: "I do not be-
lieve that doctors are devils. The noblest profession
outside of the ministry is that of medicine. Never yet
in all my years of work have I called upon an able doc¬
tor, telling him of the sickness and need of some poor
friendless person, that he did not at once go to the res¬
cue, without money and without price. Some of the
noblest men I ever knew have gone out as medical mis¬
sionaries, devoting their lives to doing good with the
skill and healing medicines the Lord has conferred upon
them. And these men are called devils? God have
mercy upon the man who says so—God forgive the man
who holds such beliefs ! God heals, and God heals
through doctors and through medicines. Do not be
carried away by the ravings of fanaticism. We have a
new "'ism" in America about every year—beware of the
'isms!' What would I do if I fell sick? Get the best
doctor in Chicago, trust to him and trust to the Lord to
work through him ! The doctors have done wonders as
their knowledge has grown—they have reduced the
dangers of death from diseases that once slew all they
touched—and the doctors, if God helps them, will yet
find a way to stop the ravages of other terrors !"

ALCOHOL AND LONGEVITY.
There has been going the rounds of the lay press a

paragraph purporting to give the results of an inquiry
made by the British Medical Association as to the
longevity of total abstainers as compared with that of
habitual drunkards, free and careless drinkers and the
habitually temperate, understanding by the latter those
who used alcohol only in moderation. The statistics
given represent, it is stated, the analysis of 4234 deaths,
and the longevity of the total abstainers is the lowest
on the list. The item is passed around as a nut for the
temperance people to crack, as an evidence of the harm-
lessness of alcohol and, inferentially, of the dangers of
total abstinence. Appearing just at this time, after the
meeting of the British Medical Association, the average
reader is led to suppose that the statistics are recent and
the official statement of the findings by a committee, or
from other authoritative source, acting for the Associa-
tion as a body. While no authority except the mislead¬
ing statement "collected by the British Medical Associa¬
tion" is given for the figures, it appears probable "that
they are made up from a report presented to the British
Medical Association by Dr. Isamberd Owen over ten
years ago and published in the British Medicai Journal
in 1888, and that they do not fairly represent, as given
in the extract, the actual statements made by him. They
have been quoted in an article in the Popular Science
Monthly for August, and probably from that source
have gotten into the news items and editorials of the
daily press. Their value as statistics in the form given
is actually nil, but they favor certain views that badly
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need statistical support and hence were made the most
of by the writer in the monthly to which we referred.
Like the recent finding of Professor Atwater that alco¬
hol is consumed to a certain extent in the organism, a

fact never seriously questioned except by a few inju¬
dicious extremists, they afford a tempting chance for
pseudo-scientific lucubrations. If statistics of value are

really wanted on the subject of the comparative longev¬
ity of drinkers and abstainers, one would think that
those that have stood the business test of application to
insurance risks would be best consulted.

GIGANTISM AND TUMOR OF PINEAL GLAND.

The association of acromegalic giant-growth with tu-
mors and diseases of the hypophysis is now a recognized
fact. To what extent tumors of the pineal gland bear
any relation to giantism is still uncertain. The num-
ber of observations is as yet very insignificant. The
tumors of the pineal gland are exceedingly rare. The
case recently described by Oestreich and Slawyk1 is
therefore of much interest. It concerns a boy, 4 years
old. Since the third year the development of the body
was unusually rapid and there soon resulted a form of
giantism which, however, did not, as in acromegaly, in-
volve the extremities to a predominating degree. The
penis and the mammary glands were especially large.
Simultaneously with the bodily overgrowth there oc-
curred a marked psychic change: the previously lively
child became quiet and retired. Choked disc, irregular
pulse, a slightly spastic gait and increase in the reflexes
were also noticed. Shortly before death, marked ataxia
developed; convulsions set in, ending in sopor and death.
The post-mortem showed a cystic psammosarcoma, as

large as a small apple, of the pineal gland, internal
hydrocephalus and giant growth. The hypophysis was
normal. The authors consider it not impossible that
tumors of the pineal gland may lead to anomalies of
growth in the same way as in the case of hypophyseal
growths and diseases. They point out that simple giant¬ism in early life may later assume the acromegalie type.
The only case in which tumor—sarcoma—of the pineal
body was associated with giantism is that described by
Henrot, but here there was also sarcoma of the hypoph¬
ysis, and the overgrowth was the characteristic of acro¬

megaly. The physiologic functions of the pineal gland
are wholly unknown, and it remains to be seen whether
light shall be thrown on the physiology of this body
through observations on the results which apparently
stand in some relation to its destruction by morbid
processes.

CASE OF SUSPECTED RABIES WITH ISOLATION OF
BACILLUS DIPHTHERIA FROM THE

CENTRAL NERVOUS SYSTEM.

The importance of careful bacteriologic study of cases
more or less closely simulating rabies is well demon-
strated by Head and Wilson1, of the The University of
Minnesota, in their thorough study of a case of the na-
ture expressed in the title. This case is therefore worthy
of more than passing notice. The history and the clin-
ical symptoms pointed toward the diagnosis of rabies:

1 Virchow's Archiv, 1899,157, 475.
1 Jour, of Exp. Med., 1899, iv, 451.

There was a definite history of a bite on the cheek by
an unknown animal; after an incubation of two months,
extreme pain and numbness in the region of the scar
developed, followed by characteristic laryngeal and res-

piratory spasms on attempting to take liquids, the spasms
being at first slight, later most pronounced, but toward
the end feeble or absent; at first there was no fever, but
later this became marked; the pulse was always rapid;
insomnia, attacks of violent delirium with intervening
periods of rationality, absence of all indications of sim-
ulation, and the fatal termination complete the clinical
picture of rabies. The long period between the onset
of the disease and death, namely fourteen days, was not
wholly in harmony with the diagnosis of rabies, in which
the death limit is generally placed at five to eight days.
There were also albumin and casts in the urine—a very
rare complication of rabies. The post-mortem showed
only mild cerebral congestion. The bacillus of diph¬
theria was found in the ventricular fluids and in the
medulla oblongata of the patient; the identity of the
bacillus with the diphtheria bacillus appears to be com-

.plete in every detail. Emulsions of the medulla of the
patient inoculated underneath the dura of rabbits gave
rise after a long period of incubation to the symptoms
of experimental rabies in this animal, and the same
bacillus diphtheria? was found present in the medulla
cf the rabbits. Subdural inoculations with 0.05 c.c.
bouillon culture of the bacillus also produced a similar
localization. When an emulsion of the medulla of the
rabbit, inoculated with the human medulla, was mixed
with diphtheria antitoxin and then injected, and when
the emulsion and the antitoxin were injected separately,
no abnormal symptoms appeared, but the diphtheria
antitoxin had no protective effect as regards the virus
of rabies. Hence it may be concluded that the virus of
rabies was not present in the medulla of the rabbit, and
inferentially this means that the virus was not present in
the patient's medulla. Head and Wilson therefore con¬
clude that the case in question was one of infection of
the central nervous system with the diphtheria bacillus.
The portal of entry was not determined. This close sim¬
ulation of rabies, both clinically and experimentally, by
cerebral infection with the diphtheria bacillus, is cer¬

tainly extremely interesting. It is shown, in a striking
manner, that the morbid phenomena produced by the
cerebral infection of this organism differ profoundly
from those produced in the ordinary localizations; and
the difficulties of correctly diagnosing rabies are em¬

phasized.
EPITHELIOMA AS A SEQUEL OF PSORIASIS, AND THE

PROBABILITY OF ITS ARSENICAL ORIGIN.
There are recorded in medical literature a small num-

ber of cases of psoriasis treated for some time with ar-

senic and followed by the development of epithelioma.
Hartzell1 has recently brought together the cases illus-
trating this sort of an apparent pathogenesis of carcin-
oma. The whole number of cases is small\p=m-\onlyeleven;
yet it is too large to permit the assumption that the asso-

ciation of psoriasis and carcinoma is purely accidental.
It deserves special notice that in a large proportion of

1 American Jour, of Med. Sci., Sept, 1899; Journal Sept. 16, \s=p\2, p. 722.
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